INTRODUCTION
Psychiatric services were present in the state of Goa during the erstwhile Portuguese regimen. During the Portuguese rule in Goa, a mental asylum was started at Chimbel, Goa, for accommodation of "lunatics." Even before liberation of Goa in 1961, the Portuguese Government had enlisted the help of a World Health Organization (WHO) consultant, Dr. M. V. Govindaswamy (1950) , to advise on organization of mental health services and set up a new mental hospital. This was the first chapter in the history of this institute.
In his letter to the Provedor da Assistancia Piblica, Dr. Govindaswamy recommended some alterations as well as additions to the existing structure. Some of the pertinent Meanwhile, legislative changes were afoot. The Indian Lunacy Rules were framed for the Union territory of Goa, Daman, and Diu in 1974 based on Indian Lunacy Act, 1912. This act though extended to the Union territory of Goa, Daman, and Diu in 1963 needed framing of specific rules and statutes for the union territory. In keeping with the legislations, a Board of Visitors was appointed. All admissions and discharges of lunatic patients were regulated by the Indian Lunacy Act, 1912, and supervised by the Board of Visitors. The total bed strength of the hospital at this time was around 300.
There was a conscious bid to improve the professional profile of the mental hospital. On the medical side, Dr. Cezar Braganza became the first candidate from Goa to qualify for MD of Bombay University from Department of Psychiatry of Goa Medical College. Three posts of psychiatric social workers and one post of psychologist were created and filled. Rehabilitation being prominent aspect of treatment, the posts of occupational therapy technicians and handicraft instructors were filled. These personnel were sent to NIMHANS, Bengaluru, for further training. They were instrumental in starting activities such as cane chairing, handicraft work, making paper bags, coconut shell work, gardening work, embroidery crochet making, and drawing for patients. Incentive patients were rewarded for their work. Later on, a full-fledged candle making unit was added.
FORMATION OF THE ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT
The Department of Psychiatry at Goa Medical College, Panaji, was established on April 19, 1968, with the appointment of Dr. S. D. Sharma as Professor of Psychiatry. Unlike other departments of psychiatry in various medical colleges in India, the department of psychiatry was not a part of medicine department. A regular outpatient department was started on May 01, 1968, within 10 days of his joining as professor. In this period of 10 days, it was a possible to appoint two house physicians, a typist, a psychiatric social worker, and a nurse and procure enough drugs to start the department. A comprehensive history record sheet was also developed.
Adding a research facet, an ICMR project on a study of Therapeutic Potentials of Brain Polarization in certain psychiatric disorders, which was earlier sanctioned under Prof. S. D. Sharma at Medical College, Baroda was transferred to Goa. This project resulted in the setting up of a small research cell in the department of psychiatry and the appointment of research staff.
Within 1 year, the department was able to set up three research laboratories -psychology laboratory, biochemistry laboratory, and electronic laboratory with a qualified clinical psychologist, electronic engineer, and a biochemist. Dr. D'sa from the National Institute of Oceanography, Goa, guided the electronic engineer in the laboratory.
Inpatient facilities with a 20-bedded psychiatric ward were started in December 1969. Home visits to the patients were also started with the help of psychiatric social worker. The Medical Council Inspection team led by Col. Amirchand understandably adjudged the department as being "excellent."
Right from the beginning, the department had established liaison services with the other clinical departments in medicine, surgery, obstetrics, and gynecology and pediatrics. This clearly helped in two ways. First, the postgraduate students in psychiatry were exposed to the psychiatric problems in physically ill patients and established healthy relationship with colleagues in other departments. Second, this helped in reducing the stigma attached to mental illness and more resident doctors got interested in psychiatry. Similarly, serious attempts were made to establish close link with the general practitioners in the community. In addition, special efforts were made to visit various schools and address emotional problems among schoolchildren. All India radio and print media were utilized in reducing stigma attached to mental illnesses. Later, it was realized that there was a need to bring some semantic changes in the name of the department. After long and sustained efforts with the Ministry of Health, Government of India, and Medical Council of India, the name of the Department of Psychiatry was changed to "Department of Psychiatry and Human Behavior."
FINALLY WE HAD THE INSTITUTE
While these changes were taking place in the medical college, the condition of patients in the mental hospital at Altinho, Goa, was receiving negative media coverage. In one of the reports, it was mentioned that the conditions of the patients in the mental hospital were nothing but deplorable. Due to these reasons, there was pressure from both public and the government to improve the condition of patients in the mental hospital. After lot of discussion and planning, it was decided by the Government of Goa to set up an independent institute named as "Institute of Psychiatry and Human Behavior" on December 08, 1980, by amalgamation of the Department of Psychiatry and Human Behavior under Goa Medical College and the Mental Hospital (Abbe De Faria ) under the Directorate of Health Services, Government of Goa, Daman, and Diu with a separate director. The institute finally came to existence!! Thirty-five years, hence, the institute has grown leaps and bounds. Its alumni have blazed new trails in academic research in India and abroad. The institute has grown in its regional importance and has been periodically organizing regional meets and conferences. Recently in 2016, it has been identified to become the "Centre of Excellence" by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India.
